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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Temple Emanuel Religious School is to provide a meaningful and comprehensive religious education for 
children of all members who are in good standing with respect to their financial and religious school obligations. 
 
Goals 
Our goal is to foster a love for Judaism as a tradition that is relevant to daily life and a source of ethics and spiritual 
fulfillment.   Our religious school program includes Judaic studies, Hebrew, and Bar/Bat Mitzvah instruction. Aiming to 
inspire a life richly grounded in the Jewish tradition, we engage our students using art, music, and drama.  
 
School Hours 
Grades Kindergarten-7   Sunday  9:00am – 12:00pm 
Grades 3-7    Wednesday 4:30pm - 6:30pm 
Grades 8 & 9    Sunday  10:00am – 12:00pm (every other week) 
 
Dates for special events, holiday celebrations, and other programs scheduled throughout the year will be disseminated 
through weekly emails, the Temple Emanuel Megillah, and teacher communications. 
 
Sunday and Wednesday classes will be held in the Temple Emanuel Religious School building unless otherwise noted. 
 
 

 
Religious School Policies 

 
Attendance: Classroom and Shabbat Services 
School begins promptly at 9:00am on Sundays and 4:30pm on Wednesdays. For safety reasons, doors to the religious 
school will be locked at 9:10am on Sundays and 4:40pm on Wednesdays. After these times, parents must escort their child 
to the front door and ring the bell for admittance.  
 
To remain a member in good standing all students must have an attendance record of 75% or more in both Sunday 
and Wednesday classes.  
 
In addition to classroom attendance, during the school year, students in K-5 are required to attend a minimum of one 
service per month with a parent or guardian. This can be either a Friday night, Saturday morning service, or a holiday 
service if available.  This may also include attending services at other synagogues. 
 
Please call the Temple Office at 428-2591 in advance if your child will not be attending class on a particular day. 
 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah year is a formative time for children. Our aim is to ensure that every child leaves our program with a 
love of Jewish life, ethics, and spiritual practice. The program we offer is fully integrated.  Rabbi Marc Kraus will teach the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah class (grades 6 and 7) in the classroom as well as provide individual Bar/Bat Mitzvah instruction for each 
student. Individual instruction will begin approximately six to eight months before the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. While meeting 
individually with the rabbi, students will be excused from attending Wednesday classes.   
 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah students will be required to attend a minimum of two religious services per month during the school year.  
These may be Friday night, Saturday morning, or holiday service if available. This may also include attending services at 
other synagogues. 
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Books & Supplies 
Required textbooks will be provided and must be returned at the end of the school year.  Lost or damaged materials will be 
subject to a replacement charge. All other supplies are the responsibility of the student. Each student is expected to arrive 
at class prepared with textbook, pen/pencils, notebook, homework, etc. 
 
Cell Phones and Other Devices 
Cell phones and electronic devices must be powered off during class. Toys and games are not permitted in religious  
school. Devices used during school hours will be held by Temple Emanuel staff until the end of the school day.  
 
Conduct: Behavior Expectations in Class, at School-wide Events, and on Field Trips 
It is essential that there be an atmosphere of learning and respect.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  In the case of 
such behavior, the following procedure will be followed: 
 

1. The teacher will caution the student. 
2. The teacher will contact the parent/guardian and if necessary, conduct a meeting.  (Rabbi and School Board Chair 

may be in attendance.) 
3. Parent/guardian will be notified in writing if disruptive behavior continues. At this time, the student will be suspended 

and not able to attend classes.  Students will be responsible for all classwork and homework during this time.   
Appropriate Temple Emanuel representatives will meet with the family, student, teacher, and possibly the Rabbi 
and School Board Chair to determine a course of action, up to and including termination of student's participation in 
the Temple Emanuel Religious School.   Parent/guardian will be notified in writing of the Temple’s decision. 

 
Some or all of the above procedures may be modified or eliminated depending on the severity of the situation. 
 
  



5 

 

Curriculum 

The goal of the Temple Emanuel Religious School is to provide students with a positive sense of Jewish identity. In order to 
achieve this, the curriculum focuses on three areas: 

 Life skills taught in the Jewish tradition (e.g. ethical decision-making) 

 The ability to read Hebrew and thereby participate in worship 

 Skills for personal spiritual development 

For kindergarten through fifth grade, the curriculum comprises three areas of study - Jewish life, Torah study, and Hebrew. 
Students will be engaged in a variety of ways including through music and art.   The curriculum also includes school-wide 
festival programming and participation in weekly school-wide tefillah (worship service) on Sunday mornings. 

In grades six and seven, students will begin their Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation.   Their studies will focus on ethical and moral 
decisions, in addition to each student’s own Torah reading. 

In grades eight and nine, students continue their Jewish education by focusing on topics that expand their knowledge of 
broader Jewish life and culture, including Jewish cinema. 

Below is an overview of the topics that will be covered in each grade. 

Kindergarten, First, and Second Grade 

In the kindergarten, first, and second grade class, students will learn about the synagogue including the Sefer Torahs, 
mezuzah, and menorah, how we use them and what they mean to us. 

Students will learn the stories, rituals, and symbols of each holiday. They will experience the rich traditions and excitement 
of each holiday in the synagogue and in the home.  

Students will be introduced to bible heroes that they can relate to through Torah stories. 

Students will be introduced to the Hebrew letters and key Hebrew words.  A whole language approach to becoming familiar 
with the sound of the Hebrew language will be utilized by having students move naturally in response to Hebrew words. 

Third Grade 

In the third grade curriculum, students will be introduced to concepts of God. The goal of this unit is to for students to 
develop a personal sense of holiness and a life rooted in Jewish spirituality.  

Students will be introduced to core knowledge that is essential to developing their Jewish identity.  They will learn how living 
by Jewish time, the Jewish calendar, Shabbat, holidays, and life cycle events, connects them to their heritage and enriches 
their lives. 

The third grade bible study covers stories from creation to the exodus.  Students will be encouraged to make personal 
connections between biblical narratives and their daily lives. Students will learn key Hebrew words and phrases from the 
texts. 

Students will learn to decode Hebrew letters and vowels. This curriculum fully integrates book-based lessons and digital 
learning.  Cultural and modern Hebrew words will be introduced with a digital adventure through Israel.  In addition to 
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developing Hebrew decoding fluency, students will learn Hebrew kinesthetically through movement.  Students will have fun 
walking, running, and jumping while learning Hebrew words. 

Fourth Grade 

In the fourth grade curriculum, students will hear stories and engage in discussions about important questions they may 
have about God.  Students will be given the Jewish language for thinking about God and reflecting upon the experience of 
God in their lives.  

Students will learn core Jewish values that will provide a foundation for making ethical choices in their everyday lives. Using 
historical and real life examples and midrashim, students will examine and develop their own middot, Jewish virtues.  The 
goal of this unit is to develop student self-esteem and to encourage respectful relationships with others. A Mensch of the 
Month certificate will be awarded each month. 

The fourth grade bible study will cover Sinai to the nation of Israel.  This unit uses creative activities and experiential 
learning to help students identify personally with the Bible’s lessons. 

The Hebrew curriculum in the fourth grade is integrated with Judaic studies.  The fourth grade students will learn what 
Jewish prayer and rituals teach us about Jewish values by learning the blessings for Jewish home celebrations. 

Fifth Grade 

The fifth grade class will learn important Jewish values by studying the lives of the prophets.  Students will be challenged to 
think deeply about the relevance of these values in their lives today by studying modern examples. The Judaic and Hebrew 
curriculums will be integrated by making connections from the Book of Prophets to the origin of many key prayers in our 
liturgy. 

In the Israel unit, students will learn about the geography, history, and government of the modern state of Israel through 
texts and online resources. They will also examine Israel’s incredible achievements despite many internal challenges and 
external threats. Students will experience Israeli culture through cooking, music, and film.    

Students will learn about the rituals for each life cycle event and discuss how these rituals bring special meaning to one’s 
life. 

In the Hebrew curriculum, students will learn the opening prayers of the Shabbat morning service and the 
Amidah.  Classroom learning is reinforced with an online learning center where students can practice reciting prayers at 
home.  The enduring understanding in this course of study is that through prayer and action, individuals and families come 
together to form communities that support one another. 

Sixth and Seventh Grade 

The sixth and seventh grade will be joined to form a unique and integrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah program taught by the 
rabbi.  The curriculum will focus on topics that are relevant and useful to teens in the lives they lead and the choices they 
make.   It includes joint classroom instruction as well as individualized Bar and Bat Mitzvah tutoring. 
The first year of the curriculum will focus on the tough questions that teens ask about their Judaism, e.g. “Who believes in 
God anymore?”, “Why does God let terrible things happen?” and “Is any of that stuff in the Bible true?”  Students will be 
encouraged to come up with their own answers to these difficult questions. The second year of the curriculum will focus on 
ethical decision-making through role-play and drama. 
 
Both years students will study the musical patterns for reading from the Torah and will learn how to lead the Torah Service 
for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
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When studying individually with the rabbi, students will grapple with Judaism’s 40 most important texts, choose one to speak 
about on their Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and learn their own individual Bar/Bat Mitzvah portion. 

 
Eighth and Ninth Grades 

 
This is an integrated two year curriculum. The first year involves history of Zionism and modern Israel from Herzl to current 
situation with concentrated learning of the great names of the 20th and 21st century Zionism. Critical discussion of the Middle 
Ease situation will be encouraged. There will be emphasis in comparing the Israeli and U.S. political system focusing on 
similarities and differences in our unique political systems. 

The second year will be devoted to finding our role as Jews in the United States. We will study reasons for Jewish 
immigration to the US. There will be emphasis in the accomplishment of Jewish people in the U.S. as well as specific 
Jewish individuals involved in politics, science, medicine, law, sports, movies, and the arts. The role of Jews in the movies 
will be discussed. The Shoah will be studied and in particular how movies portrayed these events. 

Running parallel to these studies will be time for Jewish current events as well as study of Hebrew language developing 
skills with Hebrew numbers, days of the week, months of the year, colloquial expressions, colors, fruits, vegetables, 
geographical locations and celestial bodies. 
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Dismissal 
Parents/drivers must come inside the Temple Emanuel lobby to pick up children.   Students will be dismissed in an orderly 
fashion, and no student will be allowed to leave the building without a parent/driver. 
 
Dress Code 
Students must dress appropriately for school. Boys are required to wear a kippah at all times in religious school. Hoods/hats 
may not be worn and language on t-shirts and clothing must be appropriate. 
 
Field Trips 
Occasionally, field trips are scheduled to supplement classroom learning. Parents will be notified in advance and a field trip 
form will be sent home at least 2 weeks prior to the event.   Participation is voluntary and only students with a signed form 
will be able to participate. 
 
Fire Drills and Emergency Exits 
Temple Emanuel has passed all fire inspections and has adequate exits and fire extinguishers.  The school has a yearly fire 
drill and lock down to ensure that students and staff know safety procedures. 
 
First Aid or Medical Needs 
There is a first aid kit in the main office. If your child has allergies or health issues that may need to be addressed during 
school hours, indicate them on the registration form. You will be notified if there are any questions. Temple Emanuel 
Religious School staff cannot administer medication.  
 
Homework 
Homework assignments will be given in grades 3-7. Assignments will be communicated by the teacher in class and will also 
be available via the teacher's weekly e-mail. Parents are asked to review homework with their child and assist when 
needed. Contact your child’s teacher if you have questions. 
 
Inclement Weather 
In the event of inclement weather, parents will receive a phone call, text, or e-mail at least an hour before the start of school.   
On Wednesdays, school closings will follow the VBCPS inclement weather decision.  
 
Illness 
In the event that your child is sick and will not be in attendance, call the Temple office 428-2591.  Do not send your child to 
school if he/she is sick. Children must be fever-free for 24 hours. Students are responsible for completing missed classwork 
and homework. 
 
Progress Reports 
Students will receive two progress reports which will track their attendance, progress toward expected goals, and behavior. 
Parent/teacher conferences will be made available if there are questions and concerns.  
 
Snacks and Food Preparation 
No snacks or drinks are permitted from home. Snacks will be provided. Students may enjoy special treats or refreshments 
at special assemblies or programs.  
 
Special Accommodations 
Temple Emanuel aims to provide a Jewish education for all children who wish to receive one.   Should your child require 
any special accommodations, indicate such on the registration form. Parents will be contacted to discuss and determine 
such accommodations. 
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Tzedakah 
The religious school supports several tzedakah (charity) projects throughout the year, and children are encouraged to bring 
in their change for tzedakah each week. Students will decide which charity will receive the year’s tzedakah. 
 
Volunteer Requirements 
Temple Emanuel expects families to attend school functions and support school activities.  As such, to be a member in 
good standing, each family must commit to providing a minimum of 9 hours per school year of volunteer activity.   
Volunteer hours may be spent on Sunday, Wednesday or at functions sponsored by Temple Emanuel Religious School. 
Completion of the volunteer preference form is required for all families.   Every effort will be made to match the activity to 
your preferences. 
 
Volunteers will be contacted at least 2 weeks prior to an event to schedule hours.   
 


